
Stop Irresponsible Mining on Tropical 
Coast / Kenya 

The coastline of Kenya, from the port of Shimoni to 
the ancient village of Mambrui, is under severe 
environmental threat from irresponsible mining. The 
Kenyan coast is a stunning tropical paradise, with its 
250 miles of palm-fringed beaches, blue lagoons and 
magnificent coral reef. Tourism, Kenya's largest 
industry, depends on its pristine beauty. Many 
endangered 
species, including 
the only bands of 
Colobus monkeys 
on the East African 
coast and Kenya's 
last remaining 
herds of Sable 
antelope, depend 
on the coast's 
fragile ecosystem which is already stressed by the 
impacts of tourism.  

Conservation International lists Kenya's coastal forest as one of the world's 25 "hotspots" -- places 
of extraordinary biodiversity that are seriously threatened. A new threat now endangers these 
forests as well as coastal waters and the agricultural communities of the Digo and Kamba peoples. 

Canadian mining company Tiomin Resources, Inc. is negotiating an agreement with the Kenyan 
government to strip-mine four coastal sites for titanium, primarily used to make a white pigment 
for paint, plastic and paper. The first site, 64 square kilometers in Kwale District, will be mined for 
at least 14 years. It will generate around $47 million in annual cash flow, according to a Tiomin 
news release. All vegetation and physical structures will be removed, and mineral deposits will be 
exposed to a depth of more than 30 meters.  

A coalition of local communities, conservation and human rights organizations called the Coast 
Mining Rights Forum is energetically protesting the Tiomin titanium mine. They charge that Tiomin 
violated Kenyan law by negotiating agreements before an independent Environmental Impact 
Study was completed and without the consent of the affected population - around 5,000 people at 
the Kwale site alone.  

In Kwale, indigenous Digo and Kamba peoples plant coconuts, maize, beans, rice and cassava 
between the coastal forests and dunes. Tiomin says it will relocate these farming families for up to 
20 years during the mining operation, then "rehabilitate" the region and let the farmers return - 
but Tiomin has provided no written plan for the relocation nor for the environmental rehabilitation. 
The agreement commits Tiomin to pay relocated farmers an annual lease amounting to a pitiful 
$.07 per day, plus a US$150 relocation benefit.  

Kenyan scientists warn that it may never be safe for people to live in the area after Tiomin mines 
it. When community organizations commissioned an independent Environmental Impact Study by 
professors at Kenyatta University, they found "appreciable amounts" of radioactive uranium and 
thorium in the titanium deposits. Tiomin has offered no plan to monitor radiation, nor appropriate 
precautions for worker safety and prevention of soil and water contamination.  

The Kenyatta University EIS also warns that titanium mining will 

 

“Why is Tiomin 
Canada finding it 
easier to mine in 
Kenya and not in 

Canada?” 
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cause erosion and siltation of rivers and coastal waters, 
damaging coral reefs and mangrove ecosystems that are already affected by pollution. If Tiomin is 
allowed to build a major port at Shimoni, the fledgling local eco-tourism industry will give way to 
industrialization dominated by a multinational corporation. As public opposition mounts, one 
government agency, the Kenya Wildlife Services, has openly challenged the Tiomin project.  

Biodiversity Hotspots 

Faced with worldwide environmental degradation and scarce resources for combating it, 
environmental organizations have needed to establish priorities, aiming to focus their conservation 
efforts on the most critical regions. Conservation International recently identified 25 "hotspots," 
selected for their high number of endemic species (those found nowhere else) and the degree of 
threat to their survival. CI's 25 "hotspots" cover less than 2% of the planet's land area, yet account
for 44% of all vascular plant species and 38% of four vertebrate groups. Kenya's coastal forests, 
including kaya forests that are sacred to indigenous peoples, are listed among CI's 25 "hotspots," 
World Wildlife Fund's Top 200, and BirdLife International's "Endemic Bird Areas."  

On "Development" - "There is a lot of fear that (Tiomin) is going to follow the normal historical 
pattern since colonization, whereby money comes in and destroys local communities, and people's 
greed messes the entire system up: people end up poorer than they were, and the environment 
always suffers." - Kamau Gachigi, inDongo Kundu 

Requested Action  

Kenya’s Coast Mining Rights Forum asks Global Response members to help them persuade Kenyan 
government officials, including Dr. Richard Leakey, to immediately halt Tiomin Resources’ titanium 
project until specific environmental and social conditions have been met.  
 
Please send a polite letter to Kenya’s Minister of the Environment. Send copies to Dr. Richard 
Leakey (son of the famous archaeologist) and Barclays Capital (Tiomin’s financial advisor). 

Express your concern that the environmental, health and social costs of Tiomin Resources’ 
titanium mining project outweigh the project’s potential benefits to the people of Kenya. 
 
Urge the government to insist that these conditions are met:  
 

1. The project complies with Kenyan environmental laws, including the Environmental 
Management and Coordination Act of 1999, and international standards on radiation 
and water safety.  
 

2. Tiomin implements the recommendations to protect biodiversity given in the 
independent Environmental Impact Study and demanded by the Coast Mining Rights 
Forum and Kenya Wildlife Services  
 

3. Tiomin agrees to provide resettlement and compensation acceptable to the affected 
families.  

Address: 

Dr. Mohammed Isahaki  
The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources  
6th Floor Maji House, Ngong Road,  
P.O. Box 49720 
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Global Response - PO Box 7490, Boulder, Colorado 80306 USA 
Phone: 303-444-0306 | Fax: 303-449-9794  

Email:  action at Global Response | Website: www.globalresponse.org  

NAIROBI, KENYA  
Fax: Int’l code + 254-2-727622  
 
Please send copies to:  
 
Dr. Richard Leakey  
Permanent Secretary, Secretary to the Cabinet and Head of the Public Service  
Harambee House, Harambee Avenue  
P. O. Box 30510  
NAIROBI, KENYA  
Fax: Int’l code + 254-2-210150  
 
Mr. Robert Diamond, Jr., CEO  
Barclays Capital  
5 The North Colonnade 
Canary Wharf London E14 4BB 
UNITED KINGDOM  
Fax: Int’l code +44 (20) 7773 4848 

Disclaimer | Copyright     Search Site Map 
Global Response is funded, in part, by a grant from the New Earth Foundation.  
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